
19 Feb"ny,  1942

13. s.s.  PAN mssACHusBTTs

U.S.  Tanker;  hint  1919;  8,201  gro88  tone;  cargo,  gce  and fuel  oil.
Departed  Texa,a  City,  Tea.,  15  February,  1%2,  for  No. York  City.
Torpedoed  and  8hell®d,  19  F®bmary,  1942,  1342 rm.
Heather,  ml8ty,  8qially;  8e&,  rouch,  wind,  moderate  8.
On  board,  38;   Saved,  18.
Vessel:    total lo88.

Thl8  .hip *ae  struck uthout  -arnlng,  probably by two torpedoes
n®anly  ainldchlps,  and  ne  in.tautly  8hovered with  burning  gaL3oline  fzion
the  cargo,  and the  lif®boat8  and  rafts,  1f n-ot burned  ln the  chocks,
caught  fir. inedlately upon being loverod  into'tho  bl&zlng 8e?.    The
8urvlror8  gathered  ln the  bo-,  and  Slid `dom  a heavy han8®r whenever  a
fairly open pl&co  appeared ln the flane8.    Halry never cane up.

The  Bpitl.h  tanker  ELIZABrm  I(ASSH,  which  had  been  pa8eod  by
the  PAN  IIASSACHUsms  only  a  short  tine  before,  brewed  the tdang®r  of
torpedo  and. Shell to  cone  to  the  aid  of  the  ctrlcken veg.®l  and  p`1ck
up the  .irvivor8.    Thl8  rae  coxplct®d about  2 hodr8  after  the  attack,
and the  r®ecu®d Ben rer®  taken  in to  Jack.onville,  where  10  Of  +.he pow
Tho  ver® badly burned -ore hoapltdlzed.

The  ehlp broke  in tro  and Bank  50 nllee  north of  Jupiter     "
L18hthou8®.

No  photograph of  thle  tanker  le  av&11aLble.
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