.EGOMNDATIONS .

PARISMINA (11<18-42) FeSeMalker

gloves and equipped with two beckets aeross the back of the suits to fewilitate

It is recommended that all 1life-saving suits be fitted with detachable Fﬁ"
pulling wearers from the waters.

8 G thidden, ChOffe

Discipline = More and more discipline. More boat drills, that meens
putting boats in the waters More drills at ancher or out in open sea where
men get used to handling boats. Launching lifeboats in sea way where men can
become acquainted with the launching of lifeboats in warious seas. I would
1ike to recommend that all crews be trained in the proper handling of 1life-
boats, and lifeboat equipment in heavy weather, beceuse the average man today
shows & lack of intelligent use of life seving equipment, I would recommend a

e of rubber life suits, Change to be made to the fasteners, Fasteners
that would not slip end would not jame Fasteners that are much stronger and
dursbles The rubber hat on suits to be imsrensed in sizes It is very diffi.
cult to stretch the rubber het on your heed with rubber gloves one The gloves
ghould be removed of all present suits due to the fact that once the rubber
is sosked vith oil from the seas, it makes it useless to handle them. The
Jmife in the sult should be fitted with a handle to get it opens If you pot
those rubber gloves on, you ean't open your knife. Have some sort of a handle,
remove the gloves from the suit, or have a strap on the wrist, The 1ife suit
lights should be changed so that they will be workable in weter covered with
0ile Increasse the size of the bulb or the battery, o something like that.
Something because that oil seitles on top of that glass and it camot be seen.
All men should carry shesth kmivess If we would have had sheath Imives, more
lives would heve been saved on the ship. The kmives were very weak end the spring
in the blade broke on about & dozen knives. We had %o re-issue more knives to
the men.

Enife - The kmife was inefficient, yes. It wasn't workable in the water,
or with the rubber suite The sheath knife should be provided with those rubber
suits in order to cut the lifeboat falls or debris. The life rafts should be
provided with some sort of a rake %o prevent them from flying up in the sir
when the explosion ocdurse Incresse strength of frames en water lights attached
to 1ife rafts., The frames of the water lights on life rafts were broken off
or came adrift in heavy weathere The 1ifeboats should have more space %o pub
equipment in or individusl tanks for stowing water in. All beats should carry
plugs in at sea, and rein water relessed after squellss I would recommend that
the crews be increased in size to look after life saving equipment and gear.

I would recommend that more merchant ships heve steel hatches installed.

Life Nets - I recommend chenges in the life netss That they be folded
in the boats snd dropped out of the boats when needed instead of being secured.
The ledder should also be carried aleng with nets,

Davits « I recommend that the life lines between the davits be attached
by smell lines so that they cen be grabbed from the boat dekk, or swung into
the ship's side so thet they can go down the life 1ines I recommend a larger
glarm bell in erew quarters.

Rafts - I think those rafte on the ship should be secured awther way #0
they don't go wp in the zir when the ghip 18 torpedoed. WUhen the vessel was
struck the rafts blew off the skid? Shot right straight up. WNere the rafts
lswmched et all? ¥o, they lended on the decks




. RECOMMENDATIONS ‘
PARISMINA (11-18-42) con'ts Je Seammell, 3rd Off,

Life suits « The rubber life suits are no good in their present state.

Painters - A statement mede by the inspectors who made the last inspection
of the PARISMINA at Boston saeid that the painters attached tothe life rafts
should be removeds This cost us three or fowr of our life raftss I recommend
that a notice be inserted in one of the bulletins to the effect thet seamsn
shall be permitted to carry sheath knives, because the shealh knives were not
allowed to be carried on our ship, and the kndves that were in the life suits
are unsatisfactory and mot capeble of doing emny efficient work, that the life
suits themselves aren't worth more than a fifty-fifty chance of living or

« On the whole they were entirely wnsatisfectorys The gloves on the life,
suits are too hard to work with, the zippers on the life suits come apart too |
easily, the collars on the life suits are too big, the hoods on the life suits ‘
are useless, the sides of the life suits are made entirely disproportionake %o
the men, and when the 1ife suits are covered with oil, it's impossible for |
would-be rescuers to get a grip on the life suit or the man, and the men ine |
1ife sult iz useless in a life boate Do you know the name of the life suits \
which were used aboard the PARISMINA? Monar Life Saving Sult lifge Companye '

PIERCE BUTLER (11=20-42) Ge Po Moodie, Master.

Lifeboats « How did you manage to lawnch the Ngiber 1 boat with a ster-
board list with it full of water? We didn't lawnch its JeDund it afloat
after the ship sanike, It released itself. ihen I saw it there, I send the
motorboat back to examine in snd see if it was all right, and we had the seil
out, and as the boat was all right, I went into it myseRf with 16 other men
80 we would heave more room in the boatss Wb had plenty of room and everything
in our boats, but if we had to teke the mumber of men thet were supposed to go
in these boats, I would say they would be govercrowded.

YARA (11-18-42) He Brown, Jre 2nd Mate

Gravity davits - that's the only thing I could says There are many
recommendations I think can be done for the betterment. To have a little
heavier rig on the rudder as far as pintles and gudgeons are concerned.
Seemed to break off very easily.

JEREMIAH WADSG@ORTH (11-27-42) Ae Magnusdal, Master.

Lifeboats = I noted that Noe 1 lifeboat had been carried eway and was
in the water foul of the net under Noe 3 lifeboate I instructed the chief
officer to cut the foul boat clear, I them went back to my room, picked uwp
2 handbag which I kept handy et ell times in case of an emergency. As the
port boats hit the water, they were immediately swamped. e went to release
Noe 3 lifebost. This bost was fouled. I took what men we had, pulled in
the slack of the after fall, snd cleered it, then lowered the boat inte
the watere This boat also immediately swempede The reason fo these boats
swemping on being launched wes due to the forward motion of the ship through
the waters The ship was still going full speed.

(contrd)




