
15  July,  1942

89.      M.S.   PENNSYLVANIA  SUN

U.S.  Tarlter,   built  1958;   11,394  gro88  tons;   c.rgo,   fuel  oil.
Departed  Port  Arthur,  Texas,  for  Belfast,   Irelgind.
Torpedoed  15  July,   1942,   0145;   24°05  N.-83°42  W.
Weather,   cle.r;   sea,  mod®rlt®;  wind,   light  N.E.
On  boar'd,   59;   saved,   57.
Vessel:   salvaged.

About  0130  .  patrol  plane  flow  over  the  ship,  illuninat,ing  her
brightly with  its  landing  li.ght8,  presumably  for  identification  pur-
poses.     The  MPLt3  on waccri  ran  up  the  identifying  flag  hoist,  and  had
just  returned  to  the  wheelhouse  to  mke  the  next  change  of  course  in
the   zig-zag  when  a   .jrpodo  crashed  aLmidships,   almost  under  the  port
wing  of  the  bridge.    Two  lookouts  on v/etch  were  killed  instantly,  end
the  oil  sprayed  over_ the  ship  caught  fire  and  burned  fiercely  around
the   bridge,   and  intc  mitLently  elsewhere.     The  #2  bo8Lt  was  destroyed
by  th.e  explosion.     T}`e  mot`ors   continued  to  functior}  perfectly,  and  the
M[`'`Ler  ordered  the  smothering  l`ines  turned  on,  and  full   speed  continued,•..     Someone  unauthorized  tripped  the  emergency  control  on  dock,   causing

the  en{:ines  to   stop,   pr`d  the  pressure  to  go.dow.n  on  the  8toam  lines.     The
I,.:aste}.  then  ordered  the  vessel  abandoned,   and  this  was  accomplished  in  an
orderly   mnn.er  in  the  5
and  stayed  nearby  unt,il ;:::::i:§ .:;£`:£:a:S; D:rib=:t§.:7± :::r:e:a:::?°rs
and   taken  to  Key  1,',rest.

The  tanker  was  reboard®d  the  following  day  by  four  of  her  of-
ficers  and  the  men  from  the   salvage  tug  WlnETT.     Foarite  apparatus
wa.s  ta`tcen  on  board,  and  the  remaining  pockets  of`  fire  put  out.     The  ship
w'as  then  towed  to  a  safe  anchorage  at  Key  West  on  20  July,  where  tempor-
ary  repairs  were  made  before  proceeding  to  Chest.er,  Pa.,   for  overhaul.
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