
SUBJECT:

i.hv`|    JtJ'i+-,i,:i-i   Jl    fl\
`:)|iTi~  I.c|,T,      |`=L       Ti=      c|:I+,:=t      i-,\.'r       T`.i`.`\../j'\.   ,I.,     (`p'r:;p££\  r:   |``,,'i,   ,`.=T,

',.'ASfII`\T';T,,'`
C O T`??

|`,LE}\.ioBjirDTiT]I`:   I.`'/?P    _TILE,              Jam    19,     194`3i.

surmar'y   of   statertient.s    by   siirvivor.s    ss    fT<L'  s:.r|)-Li.1.[!T
a(loL|DtnTE    (T)..S.)    21,:`)36   r`+.T.   i.in_ericar`.   President
Lities,   owners.

TIThe    F'rtdsII)ijFrJ.1   C(\OLIDr`TE   was    sun}=   br   t..n_e   mines    ln   a
at    0955   sl`iips   tine,    on   C)cto`L`er   26,1342,  .'whi_1e

i,I.res    nroceeding   frorr    }.roll.mea    to   t,he    1_r.arTf)or    e.t    Li`'`\r?f`ri_-
LCT,antos    lslarid,    wit`+n_   5050   T..S.    trc\nr`s    aboard.   'r'i.tie
1,).eachecl    LiLpon   a    leclf```e ,    several   r`.Lir``dLrecl    ?,tar.cl.s     ~f`rio|Ti.

L``y   the   I`ast,er;   listed   over   on   her`   r)opt   sidc`;-,1       ,   ,                  _   _    _   4       _  -_  J3       _  _   .,,i  '\.i-`-        '`'  `,`,`  `:`_'  ,        `_  \j          -_

tfyra`clually   filled,   slir,!pea   entirelr,`r   off  the   ree'   £r+d   s€i`fik,
at    10.45   Ship'S    time.       I_t    is   St9tefl   }jer   hc`w   `hras    r]c``\rr    ir`.   r;'\'_H
of   v,tat,er`    an_d`   +.er    st;er`ri~   iri   2701.
2.                          I.'yi_e    vessel,    er!iplotred    in   transpor`tirL£>_.   tr.oof,s ,    `.,7!=.,is
I.et)c>ritecl   iinrJ.er   c>rder.s    to   I.)roceerJ   to   the    "Putt;ons",    as    tl`e
waters    oil   IjTi.+i'anville    '=ay   8.re   Le:novrn,   where    stie   \i,I€s    to   t.ricif:jt
a   Srri811   tjr)at,   v,jrit,h   a.   pilot   a-i].t,sicle    t,he   vtii,1rie    field .-,. +:-fi,
1ocaLtiori`   of   the    in.ine    f'ielci   i.I.res    r`e.fused   the    }`i`T.aster.    r_^T"_e
vessel   i^Tas   r]epor'tjed   b:r   the   2n(1    l\'f'fif`,eri,    wli_a   w8`s    on   deck,
to   lee   maLri-fi.`ti.15   knot-,s   bi,i.t,   otl'!ers   believe   that   sr,eec+   eJr.-
cessi.ve.     1.,,ea.ther   fair   cq.nd   clear;   sea   smooth;   wind   ri_ot
stetted;   visibil.it,:,r   `tr`ond;    ci`8|jrlirtLt.   Cj+`.i.r`s    5n   vie   Pity   in
the   `naribor'.
5.                         TLTr`.e    vessel   ap,y>roactied    Sa.ntos    Isle.r]d   a.I    aboi`Ttt
0950,    s+ii_r`ls    tirrLe,    st,c>r`pecl.   one   :naL11'   hoti`r   to   talk   to   9
a   destr'o:,rep,   anchor'ecl   8t   the   Spot   r'[igr+i+ed   ''}:"   on   Charter
}\]o.   283:3.      rj_`he   destr.over   instjructed   the   T`:aster'   to   pro-
ceed   int,o   LIT.t'anville   =Jay  tc>   the   east   and   around.   TiitL.,ba
Island.      Tthe   vessel   then   proceetied,   evidentl?T   followir`.,i?,
the   destroTyrerls    instr`ucti:;rl.a,   witlriolJt   wa.itin\:`   for   8
oilot   a.r\_d  had   reached   the   .posit,ion  rytar`ked   1\To.   i   on   the
6harter    (erilai`r,``ed   lJeko9.osefTond.   Chatir\el)   when   the   f irst
toripedo   explosion   occu]`red.     The   2nd   (`fi'1e,er   stated
the   vessel   did   not   wait   for  a    pilot   a.s   iL   was   not   I`_e811thy
ot`tside.       r_Ltrie    _first   explcjsion,    at   09€`.5   s-Lri.ipts    time,    v`7as
ar`iidsr'].ris   rjor't   sirie   8t   the   af't-,er   ftrerociri,    as    the   v;aLeil
ri.,i.shed    into   th€\.t    cT,c`m.p8.rtniient    _f.ir'St   act.ordin  .   to   tl^j.e   rr_en
ori   watc,h.      One   I`Lal±`'  riinl.1te   after   t,he   firr°,t   e.xTlosion,
tlr.er'e   was   a   second   explosion   o-n   t:I`.-ie   starboar.cl`   sicl.e   of
t'ne   enryine   room.      rJ.t`Lese   explosions   7.7eiie   not   on   the
sides   \6f   tr``e   vessel   ti..it   on  lner   doi,\ble   'rtottom.      ILnf..ines
we,r`e   at   staridby  at   tt-+e   i'irst   eJr.plosion,   but   it   is   uTi-
certain   how   lonL`j.   they   r`Lad   been   8L   that   point.      r.i.rie   vessel

`L},         i

1,
in-ine   fielrJ`
the  vessel
vil].e   =:a?r,
vessel   ii.ire`s
the   be8`c,h,
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Pr<`.HS  :r_`I.)tilTT1'     a     {,)LIT)i'`:rj i-a.,"e    ,?

haf5`    enr:`iitfr]?    :r_e8.dv/ay    tc`    pierH'ti3.i    ijhe    I  ast,er    to    tiLitri]'.    _her.    t,O    i.yi-'cLi
hes`r,`ri    ,3oo-4oo    :,7-&rrls    €]`v,ray.        I-.ri    Lj±-Lr'ee    minutes    t|r`.e    i`,.,,iat€.i'>    Tii€  ~l
ent,er6`cl    i,tie    i..   r  ciror)i`r^i   a.`fjd    _r-ad    r]e.I-,`c}ied    the    oj?er.   t_-Tii'''    c,oi?`t,I,.|s.
i,'jate]'     -'i-,5  ri`±\t.     I)11`1]'_±jepdLT]     I;€1c3`     al=i4e=ic-l`:;,I    all     l'.jee|]     c|o:`cu'T.          `r_:`:fie

]`,J|&stcri     :iLrr\.ried~i_`?,teJ_T7     C`rd`ered     :I.~.i  `{':lr`it, `   ri,1clcler.     c-:Ill-i     ±`_eaclet'`:\     i-or.

shore.        r.'+.iLe    vessai    rcrJ|i    Lt:e    c-ilii3t,311.c€.    tfi    S:cia.11o\i,'   '\.,'aJLer',

pushed   1-jersel.f'   iipc!ti.    a`    1c(]````.e ,    se-vter"=i].1r`iiindr`ed    r`-aiF]s     I--.riori[
the    tjeac.r`    !1r,CI    Scqn]`T    in    `,3ne    ltrlo11l|.        AS     i`'essc|    ?1+o`,.rr     I  I_efi,     sirLe
i_S     a.or]'irletel..i.7    oil.t    c>j,-.    Si`t`ht.    iF_fc`r.    cor.al   I.eefs    tTr,f Jt,    ci.riop
ofi`   Ver':r   f€`.st.
4..                                 .n.-I:-`iost,     .i.r{1.`  j€(`'tit?.+i-,elT',     tl?.e     lLa`S-Ler     `c.ave     t`?I.clei:s,     tr?

ab€I`l'`i(=Lr)n.     s.til=._r].            .`Life      r`€,jJ``i.,`=!      arlr-1      lif`c.lr'c\.:`.`,+.s      ihTel'.e      i`i.'-3f_`r_i  ;       I   f_`.Lv:7

VesselLq  ,       OJ.-.-  1.n,rtriich     Jii=ner`e     1,A.Jere      fi     r|Lr.iT.`{r;1.      .'L...~i     +-'    ,:=`                               .   j           `ii`£j

ass:!Ls+f`.r[cc.          5c\11.!e      oT`     +ul`c     !'`en     si.vz?`i'`;I     t±;.e      s..';`T~`r."i      r`1L.',_sTri:    .``-~ ,-..

SILO1.e.         It     is     ?.LTiortc(I.     \?11.e     ::.r:    ill,€:     .,rr+-,I..r    ii=~iii.     fo`,1-`.    ,?`        ._
t,rot)|s      1.`.7i:i,rf?      lcis.I.           ''iil~ie      c].|c`..`,'     r.i:t'`.     i.7Osi`e|     Tut,i€i.s      ashf`      :A.       _   ~._-.       :.       ``_,_I.
r/    d9`.tTrs,     an(i     t|y]en    Tl.,al,`'eii     i-`Lttctai'.(:i     tile     i:j,i     :i:-L..     _:   .`,     :   .   _I_      ``    -            ,   /

r:j^1.`ii+     :-`A-,-\.,.+.£+r..;   ,.L|:.          2(_:`     Oi`    t]~.``e      c,I.iei`ir     ".+I.itch    T||LiFec]i"      ori    tL.rr.i.I-

:i)l€i.r\eg,      froi'~;    S:\i']trs,      :r_-S1:\_ilt`il`     to     :.:Oi\irec?.,     it./:i.c`r.e     i-jheT,..     `'    jf.=L-`rl.,'<`:i
i.;1r\.e     'JS     j',\'::LF``i,,     sit+`ilccl     :„ovr.1_r.i'   elL'i     {```.t,     lL`£1`f2,     er.`c3     lLf ter.     i~r`river.`l

i_yl     sa..ri.     =rrii]r`e:13f;o,         ;r.,os,I     a:£`     tile     c€3.I.flo    \i,yas     fi.T``,c>€_=ii(i     ..-,. I_-e-_zi    I:r_e

vess31    €;anlr;     a    s:`.tall    t`.3r`.'+c`T.ir`i;     oi_'    tile     ccL=i,ro    Or|',:i    i   :i+.i.Tit._y:        1L-ee+n.
clise}.i,9Lrr:ef-I.    fit      l`-yoiiiiiecq..

F\..                                         |``lift3     A   aistell;      ri\1~.1irr:i     1-Lr.i`:C}  ,      T`J11~,')     1.7!l.:      cr_     .`..r=`i+,C.i'i;      c-rl.cl

t,1nie     i,ier'i+,erg      ol`     J!:I=.e      Fi..Lr3s,el-i  'c     ..lie:.`a.I.i-tt.ier`..L-, ,     ```.,JCJnt,     +.-c`     L`c`,`..'r'iea  ,
i.,n7±`.ere    a.    _tic],all.i.n,`rT,    ivh,rag     to    1)e    .rield.

6.                                  The`?,East-,er    of`    i;1`je    S,~C',     ,rr,`SFI`i      ST.ilT=`:`i-(t'.S.)     -.Lyit
Esper`it,os    Santos,    on    OctoT`;era    25,1'.~)4£,    r2e;:"'.)rt.:    J-i.i-it.    ,::I+
€iiboiit    ;Tidn-.Lr+t    a].i    Lc.nds     1,Jye;.`r'f3     c.311e/:5`    to    Tr?att|e    st=.t=  `'~`-:i_
anc]i    .f`iritii:    ``.ira.S     lr-jear.c].     iri`    t.:r`Le     `cL`.st,€i:.~`tl,c.          |t    I,.,rc+s      1,._i-I-?T-.     9c5-

cer`ta i`!|e`'.i..    lJr`:i_s     firiri.r     c€`.ri.e     i.rc`T.',     :i      LT`ci.i`.`:T.in+esc     :-.``-=}T:,i.`-i.::_,`,a

Sirie|]_i.r`'`.     i:`:'.e     I.il+`ort  :          ..,1ietl,     t|rc      jL'~r`:  -_Sj-L\:.   I        I.`j,``.1i_.  =`,`I   VL.     £`).r``t,`i_>ined

iJspi`'r=..tot      i'::`rt=,:      tl`+e      ii.€.?I.`L      c]eT`,      t`:..'`.a.     :   ,'.`£,i=i`=r      '```_:     J`i_e      ..TL`J_,i.~

L`rJ'j:1   r_-``:i'.        S'J,:tc'`3.      t|ie       i_`.:-,      :.1   ;`   __     ~        J\:,I.\il=   ;r     -I.1...'flf`       '_`|'`j>=iTr:.-:.       =iL`       S+'?.:
`c;t     iL:ir_e      i=cr+it|1t:`]_      --,i`|g.::i].     `:,.i-ts_:_'`:_e       i[:+      '``]`t\`i'`r.      T':       =ic`i--`           :i       _I=ilc\t,

`|`tt      :]^icl      r.'`t       :i3     SC          :ir_'_1_     ,`:-C:.?-.e:I.     i`-,':i.T==`:   1      1:..e      ..-,r=^.ci':n     c:r`_a-I.-,1.+.e|

c-intr.=`:'ir3e      LILL      `f,.+c``.:I;       |=`      1'-:-_i+`T       i:'`      :       -_~'``-i''T_--:;-_``.i-..        :==1__'.:,.r?,-j=  :jr`„        'i_1l-

Stc€.riT.      ()i'       ,i---.-,',=`.```-~erl:          i;I.L1'3Ctic)n      ..          ._...        '_::    ±`,       S.`_-`-`-``l`L:      -:`_£{Lre       .i.-.=\1~

|r:re/:i..           :.-i`.e      =`  i.     I:ie`i     tc\i.`.'c|i       =`I-,L:11..:-`-..  `-`i^.      _   -_       -.-~_z=,      :-,;i]~L-,      jir€,ci:{:i,:1   l`_;

L`firic=,       I:ti      -r`f--^-fit:e:T`      tc     ir`.aL"r=      I=-^.T<`|3t:r:      -_r_L:      -+t,jss:,'~     -.`,     n'i:C,r/

a|-i.:i        -~      iT.-.||     s-:=e`L:,'-i      i-|`ste=i_vlt      ir.      c`=i-.:,'_-.      t?      :-i-^-_'~`      T_~,-c      i-^it_-_r,leg.
`-it     t-:.i.s      :I.:I.ci.     -„=j      ___      _..____.      _     .I._~.`.          =t-:.,c,      `,-.1s3     stjLit,cj`d.-.-,, `        1    -,-.,-. " ,-.,-..,,-:     --i--.r`    I

:-.I--T`i€`'.-.`      ::_-I:s      +    t:-.I-;=      -'u:      =`-`r€=it      +i`fv      .lil,':.if.3€|Tit,i-i   i-+J       -I.-:     -f   -LC       -------.-

tile      c`O=rrI`.  =r.i:.S      ..... e=-.e     i'_e`?de.1      tc)r=     1`.`|-:e.              C-C3..`-`S.e     -Li   e      C€;.II     o

?.:il.`'`:i     s  i.:le      I:,ort=      1.-.reir`e      a.T=er„      `=.     ``-I.i_`,f=`  'i`'.     :`_-~     I.c``_.i`il9.+  I._r!.-Lc`,  ,      I,-f`ie

s:I    .i-'~~`      s.:.`f:],'-:"_1i3l`.     fe.Ster.      ;i-±`_£.':     i-_L~   '`1_      .l-_r_£~i' ,--. ;c-C-:i.      closet`i..
_        ,             ,            -i    --i                  -            `-I

i_
I.`   1 -,--,,   _     -1
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