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caLTronnIa (Auguet 13, 1942)

Recommendations {rom the Captaln:

NQ.

"Ae

Wi

"Q

"W

Urder the heading of resommendstions from 1 to 5 inelusive, have you

any suggestions or recommendations to make?

One suggestion, that is that all boats be gsupplied with lines and fish
hocks in order %o provide fish for food, whioh proved %o be plentiful
where we were &t the time, Also that better blankets be supplieds The
blenkets we had were prectically cotton blankets and the rain .ot them
goakeds We only had one or two woolen blsnkets, which proved very goode
The rain just runs down on them, it does not somk throughe The men that
had them were able %o keep warm.

Have you any other recommendations or suggestions?

I would like to make a suggestion about the raftse ‘hen we picke@ up
the rafts, the following dey, the water breakers and bread tack wes
absolutely submerged. I enyone had one on that raft, it would be
{mpossible to get any water or ration from sames I recommend that the
water breakers and bread tanks be sufficlently high enoughe-at loast

as high as the air tenks.

Aind what provisions do you recommend to be inoreased in quentity?

I think oan beans and oan meat should be inersased.”

Re M PARKER, JRe (August 13, 1942)

Recormendations from the Hasters
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De you have any recommendations for the deteotion and avoidance of
enemy submarines?

Yos. Meke every ship on the coast get in convoy, have an esocort.

Have you any recommendations concerning the seving of life, the
abandonment of ship, bandling of boats, ralts, oto.?

Yose The two hand grips or pipe put outside the boats at fire and boat
drill get osught on the frappéng wire end the boat had %o be raised and
this wire disentangled and hauled up in the boat before we could lower
it. And on the end where the pipe comes up egainst the ship's side it
comes to thet last olip and catchess I think the grab rails should be
taken off end rope used instead to eléminate projections on the lifeboat's
hull that would catch on the plate laps of the ship es it is lowered.
Do you have any suggestions lor additional equipment or improvements

to existing equipment?

Yose I think it would be an improvement to take the knots out of the
manropes I would like to see those radio masts teken out of there. Te
had those two prongs stuck up and a couple "ellows fell over them and
mirt them some, tut I would like to know why the forward mast can't

be used as a redio mast and mast for the sail at the same time. It's
all wood. They've got three sticks sbicking up and it's a job %o ot
them up at sea.

Recommendations from the Chief Enginesr:

"Q.

"Ae

Have you eny suggestions for additional equipment or improvements %o
existing equipment, or siggestions lor more ef’iclent handling ol same?
Well, I don't know. They could move the gear aft and have a liferaft
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over the stern, also put a carton of oigarettes in each life raft.
There should bs some kind of system. There could be an independent
line of some kind with a klaxon or horn down balows”

Recommondations from the Cller:

"0e Have you any recommendations for the detection and avoidance of enemy
. submarines?

"2  s=e+sComplete blackout,

".¢ Do you have any recommendations goncerning the saving o life the
abandonment of ship, handling of boats, rafts, atoe?

"s. Yes, sire I recommend that lifeboats be fitted on the inboard side
with rollers to prevent the gunwale and any other projection, such as
the grab reil, from catehing on the plate laps thereby tending to up=
set the lifeboat as it is being lowerede I also recommend that ship's
crew be thoroughly trained in the handling of lireboats and thoroughly
understand proper commands for the handling of gomes”

necommendations from Second Assistant fngineer:

"ne Have you any suggestions for gdditional equipment or improvements %o
existing equipment, or suggestions ‘or more effMielent handling of same?

"2, Well, I think there should be a life raft directly aft and kesp the
ghip in as slow motion as possible, at slow speed, 80 in case of ire
4t is lowered it would have a chance to get away from the vessel."

necommendations from an Able Seaman:

"Qe Have you any suggestions for the saving of life, the abandonment of
ship, hundling of boata, rafts, 0toe?

"Ae They ought to have & way to release rafts from the bdridge and from
the boat deok alts All you have %o do is run a couple lines from the
bridge direct and the Mate on lockout, or anybody, could let them go.
And also about the crow's neats Suppose this torpedo had hit a little
further forwarde It would have out loose the mast and the man up there
would have had no way to get downe I don't think it's a good 1deas %o
have that orow's nest. Chanoes are it would be knocked down anyway.
As for the lifeboats I would think all lifeboats should be equipped with
some kind of relessing hook on the boat fallss This type of boat just
had & plain hook end you had to drop ths boat to the water before you
oould let zo of it. Those beat hooks that the falls set in ought to
have some way that you could release them [rom the genter of the boat
or from either end, And the painter, I don'® think it*s a good idea
to have any thwart. I think it should be in the bow instead of the
forward thwart like they geuerally have ite. That would give much more
room for & man 50 get in theres"

Rpecommendations from the Hadio Operator:

"0, Have you any reccgmendetions for the deteotion and avoldance of enemy
Submarines?

"s, I should think they could put Pietening devices on a ship and put "¥Y"

guns on the aterns I you had listening devices you oculd keep the

stern to the submar ine and at the same time you could send cut a warning.




Also the emergency antenna I think that should be confined in as small
a place as possible im the rigging."

Recommondations from the Second Mate:

"0. Have you any suggestions for the saving of 1life, the abandomment of
ship, hendling of boats, ralts, oto.?

s, I have. I tell you, take the rarts, for instence. They should have a
trip line on it leading up to the bridgs and one leading up %o the poop
beceuse I just had a practical experience. If we hed a Hrip rope on the
poop we could have tripped that up before we even lowasred the lifeboat and
that would have been all set; that would have been out of the way. Al 3
eould see is the oars are too long for rowings They could have shorter
oars."

BALLADIER (rugust 15, 19L2)
Recosmondations from the Captain:

"Q. Under the recommendation, seoticn 2, what may your suggestion be?
"s, To fasben two akids from the upper bulwark to the lower tulwarkj the

boat can slide on them skids.
"0, What would you recommend in way of where the boat is launched, two akids?

"A, Two skids 80 the boat oould slide on them skids when she has e heavy list.”

JOHN HANCOCK (august 18, 1942)
Recommendations from an Ordinary Seaman:

"2, Your recommendation would be a more thorough education in the handling
of boats, that is, the orews should be drilled more thoroughly, is that
what you mean?

"Ae I think on the relemsing .ear, how to get one in the water and I think
they should study that more. Those reels are one thing I would like to
spoak of'e They back lashed and jamwed.

te I was on one ship where they have s box and theoy take the fall and coil
1% in there and when you lower the boat it comes out ree.”

Recommendations {rom an Able Seamant

"Ae Ships should not travel so slow in convoy or ciy.ether time. Ve had been
going 5 knots but I believe they had stepped it up to 7. Elininate the
ra’ts being made fast to the ships I believe all men should carry sheath
knives."

Recommendations from the Chiel Engineer:

"Place spring door stops on all the doors.”

Recommendations from the Second Officer:

"Tt would be a better idea to have a box on deck to let the rope come out o
The Jacob's ladder is not satisfaoctory and it would be better to have a long
rope ladder lashod upe




