
13  August.   1942

91.     s.s, R.   M.   PARER,   JR.

U.S.  Tlnker,  built  1919;   6.,779  gross  tons;   in  b.llast,-
I)ep.rted  Baltimore,  Ma.,  for  Port  Arthur,  Texas.
Torpedoed  and  8holl®d,   13  August,   1942;   0048  CWT;   28°57  N.-   90°48  W..  `
Weather,   clo&r;   gel,   ca,1m;  wind,   light  W.
On  boaLrd,   44;   solved,   44.
Vessel:   tot®11o8s.

The  wake  of'  the  torpedo  was  8eon  by  .the.  lookouts  aft  a .for
socond6  .before  it  struck  on  the  port  Side.amidships,   followed  loss
than  ton  seconds  later,   ty  apother  in  ne8irly  the  8an®  spot.    Although
both`min  .nd  emergency  ontenme.were  down,  a  distre88  m®ssago  was
8®r,t  on  the  .uxili.ary  transmitter  in  the  hope  that  it would  carry  the
Short  distance  to  shore  5t.tions.    The  port  for"rd  lil`®boat  was  de-
8troyod  by  the  explosion,   but  the  crow  8Lbandonod  ship,  .on  the  Mlstor.I
ordor8,  in  the  three  remining  bo.ts.

After  the  ship was  abandoned,  the  8uharino  surfacod,  and  fired
5  8hell8  into  her,   one  of  which  apparently  hit  the  re.dy  to][  on  the
after  gun  platform  end  fired  the  in.g.zin®.    The  chip  went  down  by  the
stern  soon  afterwards,  t.ill  it  re8tod  on  bottom with  a  part  of  the
upper  works  abov.e  water.

The  men  in  the  boaLt8  wore  seen  by  a,  patrol  plgquo  at  daylight`,
and  piokod  up  by  the  CG  Auxill.ry  PIONEER,  a  8hrlmp  lugger ,...and  tikon
to  Morgan  City,  I,a.,   landing  aLt  20ZO  CWT  the  ,8aho  d.y.,    There  wore  no
a.8ualtlos .
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