
88.     s.s.   R.  w.   GAlmGHER

13  July,   1942

U.S.  ..rker,  built  1958;  7,989  gro66  tons;  a.ngo,  fuel  oil.
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Weather,  clodr;   8o®,   Smooth;  wind,   light  S.B.
On  board,   52;   8avod,   44.
V®SB®1!   tot.1   loB8.

L`!`\qutr~shoai±';::y?a:i::::.Sin:kro::.:i:!b::::5s:::,C::#a:€.L3;i:±=:p::::
`,`;¥3L\_i:,_:\3eved  within.a  for   seconds   by  anoth®£  &baft  the  nidship  hou§®.     The
ship  took  a  starboard  list  iltmodi®tely,  and  .f`iro  broke  out.  ' The  conT
fusion was  added  to  by  the  fact  th8Lt  the  whistle  cord was  |pparentlyi
jammed  and  the  'olast  on  the  whistle  continued  as  long  as  there  wac  ®y
pressure  in  the  boilers.    Ti^ro  of  the  boats  were  destroyed  ty.  the  ex-
plo8ion,  and  #2  burned,  but  the  men wore  able  to  launch #,  and  dr`®o #1
ra.ft,  though  some  difficulty  was  experienced  due  to  haste  and  ineffloi®nt
handling.    Most  of  those  Saved  jumped  from  the  burning  vessel  and  were
later  picked  ap  t)y  the  bolt  and  raft,  and  t,ransf.erred  to  the  Coast  Guard
Cutter  BOUT"rBI,I,  which  was  in  the  vicinity  at  tfie  time  of  the  aLttack.    Tbe
Master  ronained on  the  for"8Lrd  part  of  the  ship  for  about  40  minuto8',  `bat
was  finally  forced  to  jump  as  the  flames  crept  nearer.    H®  waLs  in  the
water  about  two  hours  before  being  rescued  by  the  Coast  Guard  Cutter.

The  tanker  went  down  about  0315.
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