Declassified NARA Project: NW 63684

fa)

CONFIDENTIM
ACTION OF ENENY
Nane of Voasel HICRARD CaswELl (Comt'd)
pate of Casualty Tl Bedd

woro hoaded for Hew York. Ho asked us what the cargo consisted of
and how much carge there was. “e¢ told him there was sbout 9,000 tens
of mixed cargo. le said he didn(t belisve it. Thea e laftihe deck
and walked bmck ané spoice to ths other men in the coaning towsr, ten
he ca=e back sand handed us & cackage of oligeretts and a jackugs of
satohes. Then he went back to the comning tower and turned the sud-
marine wround snd wenmt off st a risht anzle and suimerged sud some of
the beys waved thelr fingers in & 'V' and o= of our beys waved Lack.
Shen the commandér was on deck he didn't evem poisnt the gum &l us. Fe
skcod if the captain was with us. ¥e sald: "No, the last we saw of the
captain was on the ridge.' le sald: '"That's too wad.'™
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*ifter & time the sulmarine suwrfaced end {ired upon the ship. OSube-
sequently thercte it fired om the lifobonts asd ralfts and came closer
to them. It concentrated its fire first on V2 lifedoat. ’hen they
Jumped overbosrd lute the water and dld everything possibls te aveid
being struck b shells and gunfire. The scimarine spprouched J2 1ife-
tost first end after firing upon it, resmed it cevaing ii %o pverturn
and partislly sink so that only ome quarter of it was out ol e water.
It wee in an overturned condition likewise. At the time I had no ldes
how wany of the men in {2 lifetont had been shot. Suvseguently thorete
the submarise approsched the Captaim's lifelost, ©l, which had our raft
in towe Tho mem in the Captain's lifeboat had Leea hiding behind the
ralft dn s water, Nhether or mot the Captain got imteo the water 1 do
sot kmowe Ihe lavy guanors and I sought protection pehind the ralt
which was etil) tied b5y & lime to the lifeboat. 4a the sulsarine
approavhod us they contlmued firing «t us and we worked from ome side
to the other of the raft to keep from being strucke Ham, of us swanm
under water sad usder the raft for protestiom. The subssrine passed
the Captain's lifedost and owr raft and procceded past us at which time
I belleve they I red on the Chief Hate's lifeboat and & raft whish he
had sttached %o said bost. Im looking im that directiom it appewred
that sll of the men im the lifebost aud raft were in the water trying
to aveld being struck the sems as we werss Ihe sumerine then tarned
and ceme hack towards the Captaim's lifeboat and owr raft and 1t was
apparent it was golng ‘etween the boat &nd the rafte I, therefore,
instructéd one of the sem to cut the lime which attached the two as
I realised that we would be towed slongside. “s the submerine cave
abreast of the lifebost snd the raft, I s tld that the Japansse do=
manded inm clear English:;'ihere is your Captain? We want your Skipper.”
As about that time I had beem doimg considerable swimming under water
and sround the raft, I déld sot hear this reguest. Fowever, I did see
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the Captaln stand up im his jifeboat and it was apparest to me that

he had been hidimg in the dttom of same. Ihe submurine drew the
Captain®s lifeboat alongeide and 1% was then that I saw the laptaln,
#nd ¥ate, ¥r. Turs, who had been in the waler, tut whe apparestly bad
elizmbed baak into the 1ifebost, Simmg snd Hill Hargetto,” an able sese
Ban, 2o upan the submarimc. I witasssed thom leave the 1ifedost end
board the sussarins. Followiag that, one of the mem from the sude
zarise started te sumsh something ln the 1il-wat and it wss spparent
that he was asashing the redio set. The Japanese then Sook the lifee
weat in tow andproceedsd, surfaced, smmy from us im, I Seliove, & westerly
direction. I lost sight of the surfaced sulwmrine snd 1ifedboat as %
grew dark. “ham it becwre evident thal the Japs had finighed with us
and were procceding om thelr way, »o clisbed back ento the reft and
imnediately atarted to plek up other survivers.*
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®*inx the meantime the sulsmrine approached and asked *what ship?"
¥ acknowledged i, %eld them the name and they came close slomgeide
of the lifchont. They throw us & line and told us to go abesrd the
gulmarines ‘hem upom going sboard the subnurine, we wars searched for
articles. “atches and lifegrecervers were tskem of of us; eur hands
tied behind our backs and during that tizs, of sy Lelnz led Forward, I
notleesd ¢ serchant semman mme led forward previcus to me and was sbot for
20 apparent reasen at all snd shoved over the sids, and I was forced to
regure the position of s itimg dowm wiih ay head wmore or lezs Mowed down
&% far as I could de 1t, and it was the general attitude Tor all of us
to sit in thet position and sl lock aft, that was an order. Them durisg
thils tire, woile we were sitting there, various cres sesbers cass ar-und
aad literally bsad us for no resson &t all, with odubs, plpes, or wimte
ever matoris]l they lad. Yhat lased for alout twe hours or so. During
this tine we were sitting there, we ksd s couple of Jdap lellows that
spoke Spglish ssé they asked differsmt questions, or tried to geb us to
talk alout shy we were lsad %o war, and if sny of us had hean to college.
Une Tellow sald he was o San Franeiseo, Jeol., sod had his teachinze thsre.
In the meantisme, while we were, I later observed and heard,thes rest of
the lifeboats and rafts and the crew wers taken aioard and the 1ife raflte
wars meohinsegurned. Then, whea we wers 2%ill all on hoard, the ship
was burning vielently, ths subsarine cirelsd the ship mamercus tizes sed
fimally when we were astern of the ship, they fired @ couple of shells
inte ft. Hut we didn't guite catch on to what they were sayimg, they'
stuck with bayonsts sach tine we swung our hesds wrousd, they would nit
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