
23  May,   1942

70.      s.s.   SAMUEI.  a.   BRorEN

U.S.  Tanker;  briilt,  1921;  6,624  gross  tons;   cargo,  fuel  oil.
DepaLrted  New  Orleans  for  Honolulu.
Torpedoed  23  May,  1942,  0140;   20°15  N.-  84°38  W.
Weather,  overcaLst;   sea,  choppy;  rind,  licht  N.a.
On  board,   55;   saved,   52.
Vessel:    t,otal  loss.

While  she  was  paLg8ing through  the  Yucatan  Channel,  a  torpedo
struck  this  ship,  just  fol.waLrd  of  the  break  ln  the  poop  deck  on the
port  side,  exploding with  an  incendiary  effect  accomr>anied  by  aL  Strong
Smell  of  sulphur.    Engines  wiere  reversed  fran  'full  ahead'  to  '91ow
asternl ,  and  fire  broke  out  imediaLt,ely.    The  Mast,er  ordered  the  boats
aLnd  raftg  let  go,  and  all  hands  to  jump  overboal.d  aLnd  8.in  to  them,
and  53  did  so,  one  of  whom  va,a  drowned.     The  Submarine   cane  along3lde
one  of  the  lifeboats  aLnd  aLsked  quest,ions  about  the  ves8ells  name  and
cargo,  then  departed,  gtlll  on  t,he  8urfaLce.

About  1330  aL  Navy  patrol  plane  from the  Canal  Zone  flo.  over
and  took  off  the  5  injured men,  carrying them to  the  hospital  in  Key
West.    The  boats  were  picked  up  24  hours  later  by the  USS  COFF,  end
taken to  Cri8tobal,  C.Z.

The  hulk,  coxpletely gutted,  was  still  ablazie  the  following
daLy,  and  was  sunk  by  the  Navy.

George  Thornthwaite,  of  the  SAMUEL  Q.  Bro",  received  the
Merchant  Harine  Distinguished  Service  Medal  for  heroism  above  and
beyond  the  call  of  duty -hen this  vessel was  sunk  ty  eneny  action.
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