
18  mroh,   1944

138     s.s.   sTnd  RAY

U.S.   Tanker;   built,   1942;   gross  tons,   10542;   Cargo,   oil.
Departed  New  York  for  United  Kingdom.
Torpedoed  18  mrch,    1944;    500   N.   ZOO  W;   1010  GOT.
W®athor.   Clear;   sea,   moderate;  mrind,   N.W.,   light.
On  bog.rd,    85;`  gavod,    84.
Ve88®lt  total  loss.

This  vessel  was  in  the,1eadin€;  position  of the  fifth,   or  star-
board  oolunn  of  a  Convoy,   and  an  emergency  turn  to  port  had  just  been
ordered  ty  the  Convoy  commodore,   due  to  the  8u8peot®d  presence  of
enem{y.  craft;.     The  torpedo  hit  to  starboard,   well  forward,   and  the
flash  of  the  explosion  touched  off  the  deck  load  of  planes,  which  Caught
fire.     Fire-fig'hting  equipment  rapidly  booame  unneoossary,   sinoo  the
rising  imter  extinguished  the  fl.ames  as  the  SEA  HAY  8`ettled  by  the
head.     Five  mlnuteB  after  the  vessel  was  hit,   the  master  Save  the
order  to  abandon  Ship,   which  was  ca,fried  out  in  an  orderly  marm®r,
using  all  four  lifeboats  and  one  raft.     The  bow  Continued  to  go  down
and  by  fifteen  mlnuto8  laiter.   she  had  turned  completely  over,   1n
which  position  she  renained,  with  the  after  part  of  the  keel  above
mtor,   mtil  sunk  ty  depth  charges  dropped  by  the  ®soort  vessol8
at  1210,

The  8urvivor8  were  picked  up  by  the  USS  REEVES,   one  of  the
osoort8,   after  about  aLn  hour..    One  of  the  boats  turned  turtle  along-
8ido  the  resou®  Ship,   and  one  armed  guard  member  was  drowned,   but  the
renaining  meal  were  landed  at  I®pdond-ray  on  21  mroh.


