
8  October,   1942

loo.      S.   S.   SWIFTSURE

U.S.  Tgicker,   built  1921;   8,206  gross   tons;   cargo,   diesel   oil.
Departed  Abadan,   Porsi8L,   for  Capetown,   S.A.
Iorpedoed   8  October.   2lco   L.A.T.;   34°40   S.-18°25  E.
Weather,   hazy;   sea,long   su.ells;  wind,.light   N.l]¥.
On  board,   33;   saved,   33.
Vessel:   total  loss.

The   track  of  the  i,orpedo  was   seen  when  st,ill   ZOO  yiirds  away,
approa,chlng  from  ab8ift  the  beam.   but  it  tvas  impossi.ble  to  maneuver
the  ship  in  time  to.avoid  the  hit.    The  #8  tank  was  blasted  open,   and
swit,chboards  and  ammonia  lines  of  the   rel`rigeraLtor  were  damage.d.     The
vessel  almost  immediately  cgLu3ht  fi.re,   and,   after  fighting  the  flanos
for  over  .1/2  hour,   the  Master  ordered  }ier  8ibandoned.     All   crow  members
got  o£.f  safely  in  #1,  #3  and  i,de  lifeboats',  and  circled  the  burning
ship  for  song  time  in  t,he  hope  i,hat  the  f`lames  would  die  doun.     A
short  time  later,   a  British  mine  sweeper.  came  out  and  took  the  men  to
Caipetown  where  minor   injuries  were  treated.     The  Master  wished  t,o
board  the  vessel  again  next  day,   in  i,he  hope  of  §alvaging  her,   but
she  disappear.ed  before  the  British  craft  transporting  him  reaiched
the  locality.

The   survivors  left  Capetonrn  210ctober,1942,   on  the  Dutch
vessel   rv   ZAANDAI`.1,   which  was   also   tor.pedoed   2   November,   1942,   and  a
number  of  the  Sl'ii`IFTSURE's   crew  lost  at   that  time.
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