
a  bccnb.r,  1943

134     s.s.   roocHB®

U.S.   Tanker}   built,   1943;   10,171  gross  tons;   oar8o,   fuel  oil.
departed  Hodstoni   Texas,   I   beoember,   1943,   for  l{ow  York.
Torpedood  3.  Pecemb®r,   1943,   0230  EST,   Gulf  of  hiexico,   86`.15.W}   25015.N.
Weather,   ov®ica8t;   s®®,   choppy;  "rind,   light  South®a8t.
On  board,   80j   8&ved,   70
Vessels  total  loss.

About  5  8eoonds  before  0250,   this  8hipls  mrning  device  m8  aotl-
vated,   indicating  a  torpedo  to'port,   and  the  alarm  was  sounded  and  the
wlieel  put  hard  left  ln .an  effort  to  avoid  the  ibpaot.   but  th,o  torpedo
struck  and  exploded  with  a  flash  about  10'  aft  of  the  ston.    Full  sp®®d
chead inra8  ordered,   but  as  the  bow in.8  driving  under,   the  order  "8  changed
to  ,full   speed  ast®r`n.    -The  torpedo  izldioator  agaLin  Sounded  just  as  8ho
ima,s  gaining .8ternmy,   and  a  hoary  thud  ves  felt  ln  the  port  mid8hip  8®o-
tion,   but  no  explosion  followeq   and  the  meter  b®li®ve8  thlG  ve8  a`dud.
At  0245,   the  abandon  ship  order  was  given.  and  all  loft  the  tanker  in
lifeboats  and  rafts,   with  the  e][oeption  of  10  armed  guard  members,   who
stayed  to  man  the  guns  if  the  submarine  §hou}d  be  vi31blo.    At  03SO.   th.
'wake  of  a  third  torpedo  ms  spotted  50.  from  the  T®ssel,   aad  struck  aLft
qn\ the  starboard  Side,   oausing  a  tremendous  explosion,   which  undoubtedly
demolished  and  flooded  the  machinery  spaoo8.   and  fired  the  nld8hip  house.,
The  armed  guard8nen  jumped,   but  it  waf  impossible  to  re€puo  then.

The  6  lifeboats  tried  to  keep  together.   but  b®cam®  eepeintod  dur-
ing  the  night,   and,   after  3  to  4  days  ln  the  t>dat8,   they  wore  plok®d -up
and  1&nd®d  at  the  ridoly  8op&mted  points  of  E®y  W®8t  and  Fbn8aool..
Florid`a,   and  Galv®8ton,   Tem8.
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