50n 12 May 1942, while subject vessel & Pllot just off
the entrance to Southwest Pasg, it was st paedo on ths port
gide, A few seconds later another t:uwee'i:: ‘ound 1ts park and an ex ‘-'mziwzt
acearrsd on the loaded vesasl, Flames envalopd the immediat -f

snd 1t sank within & few minutes, @ uickl _/ that oats ¥
rafts were not oven launched, T'»-Jn‘f‘:—-mV*m mombers of the orew ::r-':'i a’:xe{i
in the fire and fourteen members, who jumped t’.\VGI‘bOE‘.\‘;‘d into the water and

gwam away, were rescued DY s f:vf:'r;' patrol boat.

"imong various suggestions recelved from crew members wergthe followl

Wike Kusms, Ordinary Sesman, recommends gressing of 1life raft sikids, and
tting 1ifeboats amidships (in addition to those aft); Trinity Collaszo,

Ehgineer, recommends more lifeboats, and the carrying of a 1life raft on
1 center extreme after end of ship; Harry M, VWeston, Oiler, recommends
ifw ships the rafts be removed from above ¢ergo itanks, also

placec - " engine room. *

)\’)

Vessel was struck by & torpedo on the port side end the crew went
on the boat deck and started to swing out the 1ifeboats on the starboard
de zné them awalted orders to sbandon ship. About two minutes after the
irst torpede struck, a second end & third torpedo struck, and :

caught fire, The crew then abandoned ship the best way they
lifebosts or 1life rafts were launched,
gaid there wers no l1life reservers on deck

fied that the engine was stopped befors he left

‘-.- »

" ler Teston ststed that on this wvessel "they had the rafts tied with
1-1/4® rope and if you didn't happen to have a you couldn't get it
overboard, They could ri it {

ig it with chain or wird
outfit that a ring could silp down over and Imock that off,
hold just a8 fast and 1% would go overboard."

~r b o | o s Slsansms Sl uem £ e | # -
besen on the veasal for three trips {rom Baton Fouge

to Baviosn and that there had been no drilis conducted during this time,

that he had

henmstarl o & " o
atrongly that gork 1if

reman Macpherson recomuended

ghonld be e'?:fc':-r:'r‘!gd.




