UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

ADDRESS REFLY TO

Galveston, Texas
CAPTAIN OF THE PORT (1) “CFIVED
AND REFER TO 6614

1944 SEP |1 AW 9 30
L September, 194/ CFP11 44 AM
PORT SECUR “GTION el
To: The Commandant AT, N
Vias District Coast Guard Officer, Eighth Naval District (o: { & 3]

\f : f/./
Subj: 011l Pollution Act of 1924, 33 USC, 431=437; violation by SSiEiivﬂw;~5
W, F. BURDELL,. 1 September, 1944. 6
e

o . .

Ref: (a) HQ 1tr to all DCGOS 18 August, 1943 (CG-100,18 Min.).
(b) DCGO 8ND 1ltr to COTP, Galveston 18 September, 193,
(6614) Enforcement of the Oil Pollution Act.
(¢) HQ Dispatch to all DCGOS 231920 (October).,

In accordance with References (a), (b) and (¢) inclosure is forwarded.
//‘ - 1 ) ;" ’
L, A, WELSH

Incl,
Copy of file in subject case,

+ ember




y,

4

y

Galveston, Texas

/cmuu OF THE FORT (1) September 4, 1944

L

Digtriet Engineer, U, S. Army
Galveston, Texas

Sirs

Here is a report of a vielation of the Oil Pellution Aet of 1924, 33 USC,
431«437 by the 88 W, F, BURDELL in the Texas City Harbor, Texas City, Texas,
on September 1, 1944, The facts in the case are as followss

The S8 W, F. BURDELL is owned by the Fure 0il Company, 35 Wacker Drive,
Chicago, Illinois, and is under charter to the War Shiyping Administration,
On the date above mentioned, she was receiving oll at the Atlantie Docks

at Pier B in the Texas City Harbor, Mr, &, K, Webber of 420 Lexington
Avenue, Hew York, New York, Chief Mate, Ticket No, 73638, was in charge of
loading eargo, At about 43145 a.m, o'clock, oil overflowed from the No. 3
hateh port side and escaped overboard through improperly rlugged scupper
holes, Tt is estimated that approximately ten barrels of oil sscaped in
this menner into the waters of Texas City Karbor, Jir, Webber stated to our
investigators that he had been on duty since 43100 a.,m, o'cloek on the day
previous to the gpill, and had become very sleery and had retired at about
2330 a.m, o'clock on the morning when the spill ocourred, leaving no one

on duty to wateh the loading of cargo, He was awakened after the spill
cceurred by Anthony Wein, Sea.le, U, S, Naval Reserve, who is a member of
the armed guard on the W. P, Burdell, Buren Linscomb, Box 389, Port Arthur,
Texas, an esployee of the Atlantic Pipe Line Company, was the dockman on
duty when this splll occeurred., He states that he shut off the pump when he
obgserved oll overflowing onto the deek of the W, F. Purdell, This case was
reported to the Officer in Charge, Marine Inspection, U, S, Coast (unard, for
his inforwation and action,

Statements were taken from Coastguardsmen Elberi L. Balsbaugh, Sea.,2¢ and
Kenneth A, Wilson, Sea.,2¢c, copies of which are attached, A statement was
prepared for Mr, Webber, the first mate, which statement he refused to sign,
Ve inclose a copy of this unsigned statementi Also inclosed is copy of
letter addressed to this office by Elden C. Purvis, Speecialist First Class,
who supervised the investigation of this spill, Samples of the oil were
taken from the water along the starboard side of the W, P, Burdell by
Kenneth A, Wilson, and from the No, 3 port hateh of that vessel by Elbert

L. Balsbaugh, Thenme samples, together with originals of the statements
taken, will be retained in this office for use by the United States Attorney,

By direction of the Captain of the Port, Galveston, Texas,
ery truly,




Distyrict Engineer, U, S, irmy
6614

September 4, 1944

Inf:l.

1. Copy of statement of Elbert L. Balshsugh

2, Cony of statement of Kenneth 4, Hilason

3. Copy of unsigned statexent of I, K. Webber

he Copy of letter addressed to this office by Furvis

€Cs The Commandant, U, 8, Coast Guard, Vashingten, D. C,
DCGO, Eighih Naval District, Wew Orleans, La,
U. 8. District Attorney, Houston, Texacs
Officer in Charge, Marine Inspection, Galveston, Texa
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g Texns O4ty, Texas
/mm CAPTAIN OF THS PORT

8814
1 Septesber, 1944

fo1  Oaptain of the Fert, Galveston, Texas

subjt  Off Pollution Vielstien by £/5 *¥, #, BUIDELL") reposs on

1. 1 wae notified by Selephone ab OD4O Shis date that there had beem

an o4 spill on the 8/5 "W, P, BUIDNLL", dosked ot the Atlantic Decks af

Pler "B, Toxas City, Hazbor.

2 m-mmnm-omctmnuxnm.oumumu
on and avound the #8 hateh, port side, and acvoss the desk from port %o star-
m-mm.onmmm-mmnu«mm
to the opposite side of the slip, a distance of approximately 100 feet,

Se !Mtﬂﬂ.l.mdummnl—w.l.!n

Uhief mats, Ticket {78638, in charge of loading of cango. ‘sbber stated that
sinoe 0400 the morning before he was very sleapy.

nmnmmumiﬂhmo-nuy.nommhﬂhnm
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« ‘gbber rushed out on deck

shut off She pump. iLinscomd told
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stated ho saw the oll flowing over the deak and shut of
iinscomd started hunting the mate., The dockmans record shows that the

nmnm.mommmmaamnm.

Se I would estimate approximately ten:'; (10} barrels of oil ever-
flowed the 78 Vort hateh and prectisally il of shis eseaped through ime
properly plugged soupper holes imto the water of Texas Uity harbor.

8. Eenneth A, "ilson, Sea, 8o, V,8,0,0,R,, tock a sample of oll from
mmnqtumu«um-u. ¥, BURDELL" and 51lberts L
Balsbaugh, Sea, 28, U,8.0,0,8,, took a semple of oil from the #3 Port hateh
of the "=, T, M'.MommuMﬂmMMlmd
wm-wm::naummwnm. Const Guard Base, Galveston,
Toxas,

| 8 Tm-muxumcwmmanm.uummmm-a
1., and is chartered by the Var “hipping Admind-Sration.

Lo €.GurNres

dden U, F 8, Sp. 1o
U. 3. G;ll' .ﬂbri)
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' ADOTP, Texas Oity, Texas
1 September, 1944

) Jovemrded, QN\Y\J\’&,EAJHer c*\%;g;gﬂ? ebo

L“yb‘u bRl i g W p.

suroun of sapine Inspeotion, Calvestom, ‘exas
ille,.




ES LS ERBERE i Sevtenber, 1944
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Vel Wy e Vil Coapeny
R Tericen Eyive, Cadesge, 111,
Lader “sp Shipping dnimdotretion

i, Blbart L, -—ssnhdu.g;!.". Yok, B8, U000, saw The ol #nill eosur on
the "S/8 ¥, ¥, SUI0LY ot the ‘tisntie “ouks, Texzes Ulty Ferver, Temas, The
041l everflowwd fram fank (S port pide, ond zen over the desk iube She wuter on
port snt rbarvgam sides of sald sbip, &, ¥, "elher 10t uate shated thot the
enuse for the oll epill wes that he never hHad any sleep singe 0450, 31 ‘wpuet,
159640 wnd that the Nawy boy on watel ( otheny “elr, Ves., 1o of 2084 ¥, Viere:
%8sy "llveukee, "i6.) wole him when the spill socurred.

Eommeth A, Tilsen, “e6, %o took & penple of %he eruie oil &pddl i %0
waler on sturboupd side of the ehip, ¥, ¥, Surdell, apd . took & buzple from She
Sunber O Sank on port «ide of said aldp, L, O, Purvie ip. 16., 00 serived ot tie
shilp at ebous GUSS, was & witness v tie tuking of Loth guuples, I alse saw the
sapple Salen by coupeth 4, Tilson, “oas 10

feey the samples were taken, 5. O, Fupvis, Pede spf “amneth 4, “Llson,
“om. B0 Sook belh gamples e the U, Uy Joust Uuapd Uffige, Texms 1%y, Temna,

SUren Jdusob was the dookman for the Slamtfe Vil Sempany at the tiume
the spill coourred., ‘@ stated that he saw %he amule oll overflowing from Sank 8
pert sife of vessel and Shat he had the puwep shut eff tefore the Yiret mate ¥, K,
‘ebher had arrived st the sosne of the epill.

ppreximately ten - {10 barrels of orude ol overflowed on tue dbek and

inte the mtar beosune of lmpreperly elesed soupnpere,

> A /// g 75 // o k£
‘.ﬂlrt Lo Sﬂ&b&\ 9 A’al‘i. ,;;:a
Ue ¥y Fount Cuaxd {&)




EZ2ATEEERNT
1 Septeuber, 1544

o

B, F. BURDELL"
Oyned by Fave 41 Yempany
85 Vagleay Drive, Ohicage, 411,
Undey the Vap Shipping cdesdnistration
on the morsing eof 1 Septerber, 1944, the ship ¥, ¥, Duniell was
apered gt the ‘tlantiec Yack in Texas City Harbor, Texas City, Texas,

goill was found about 0540 or 1 “eptenber, 1944 on the “, ., Sumiell.

| SUARS

an the

They were looding cwude oil and it eame out of /3 port tank and rex
deglk and out through the sowppere which ware rot closed Sight,

slden Yy Furvis; Sp. le, arrived on the scens about O0G0 snd Gook
gharge of the investipation., & tock the saple of the oii i\‘x the water ol
$he starbourd side just aft smidehip avout 0606, “Lbert L, Salsbaugh, “ea, 26
took the sample of oll Trom the i3 port tank, HSalsbeugh witnessed the taking
of the sauple Troo the water and Eldon U, Purvis witness Saisbaugh taking
the sunmle Pfram 78 Pest tank,

I would entimete that sbout ten - ( 10 barrels of crude oll csne oub

of /'S port tonk snd precticslly sll of thie rwm igto the watep through She

improperly plugeed scuppers.

snneth A, "Llson, Cea, 20

Us 84 Yoast Yuanpd (R)
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