
31  Augu.t.   1948

132     S.S.  w.   s.   RIIREn

U.   S.  iankerj   built,1921;   10,872  gross  tons;  cargo,   fuel  oil.
Departed  fago   fago,   Samoa,   24  August,   1943.   for  Ha,ram  Hart>or,   I¢ow  Hbbrid...
Torpedoed  31  Au6u8t.   1943,   1535,   in  Bougalnvillo  Stralt8.
Weather,   Clear;  wind,   light  e&8terly;  8®a,   slight.
On  board,   74;   8avod,   74.
Vessel  not  abandoned;   8alvaLged.

Thl8  tanker  was  aLttacked when  just  enorglng  fran  Bougainvill.
age,   azid watching  what  appoa.red  to

iHiHi Ira,tor  on  a  course  paLrall®l  to
Straits.    The  meter was  on  the
be  a  whale  or  largo  porpoise  breaL
that  of  the  €hlp,   when  8udd®nly  the  'twhalo"  made  a  right  angle  turn
and  headed  dir®otly  for  th'o  voss®1.     The  Captain  then  realized  that
lt  was  a  torpedo.   and  ordered  the  wh®®l .put  hard  right,   and  &8  8h®
8mmg,   the  torpedo  passed  close  ahead;   but  another  9truok  almost  im-
mediately,   deep  in  the  rmter,  and well  forunrd  on  the  port  side,
oau§ing  the  dry  Cargo  space,   for®peak  and  Chain  locker  .to  fill.  and
the  v®s8el  to  Settle  by  the  hood.    Almogt  simultaneously,   the  mk®
of  a  third  torped.o  wag  observed  Crossing  the  ship.8  stern,   and  the
thst®r  thinks  that  a  pattern  of  three  "8  fired  8o  that  no  po'.8ibl®
turn  Could  have.  avoided  a  hit  by  one.

Several  thousand  barrels  `of  oil  were  transferred  to  #.10  cargo
tanks  in  order  to  bring  the  prop®1lor  down  into  the  water,  after  which
the  damaged  tanker  was  able  to  prooood  under  her  own  power  into
B8piritu  Sonto  harbor.
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