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(oMI)
- OG=MIN-WILLIAM
Bs WOODS

7 August, 1944

Tos DCGO, 6th Navel District (omi)

Subjs VWar sction casualty invelving the WILLIAM B, WOODS,
10 Marech, 1944, :

le Your attention 1s referred to HQ instruetions of 16

March and 2 August, 1943, (CC=)IN~C~100). Pau.grtfh 13 of
the instructions of £ Avgust, 1943 provides as follows:

"As the Coast Guard at its Headquarters is
respousiblie for the administration of re-
quirements and institution of correctlive
meagures for the safety of life at sea and
&8 many novel conditions are introduced by
war action casualties, the necessity of
Coast Guard persomel to be especially
diligent in the performance of thelr duties
with regard to the investigation of war~
action casualties, as required by the direct~ .
ive of the Commandant and as further lmple-
mented by these observations camnot be over-
emphasized,"

2e The WILLIAM B, WOODS carrying 478 persons and with
ingufficient lifesaving equipment on board, was attacked

and sunk on 10 March, 1944, while enroute frdm Palarmo to
Naples, with the loss of 52 livess 1In view of the serioua-
ness of this casualty, HQ in 1ts letter dated 15 June, 1944,
addressed to the DCCEO Bth NeDe,; requested that the Master of
the subject vessel be contacted and the case investigated in
accordsnce with the sbove-~cited instruetlions, In the inves~
tigation of this case at Baltimore, Meryland, the instruec-
tions of HQ were totally disregarded. :

Se ™e letter containing the information with respect to
this casualty from the CIC, MI, Baltimore to Iy, dated 24 July,
1064, (CO-MIH-HAI=1763), states in subparagraph (b)(1) that 8
1ife rafts were on bourag subparagra (b)(3) states that 6

rafts were lost, and subparagraph (b)(2) states that 12 rafts
were used, From other information on file at HA, 1t 1s evi-
dent that the information submitted by the OIC~Mi, Baltimore,
does not at all reflect the moctual facts relating to the life-
saving equipment or its use on board this vessel at the time
of her attack and sinking.
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4o As the statutes, as well as detalled HQ iInstructions,
require all war action casualtlies to be investigated from
the standpoint of instituting necessary corrective safety
measures, it 1s necessary that all war action casualties
be investigated in strict conformence with HQ instructions
of 15 March and 2 August, 1945, Unless all of the pertinent
technical details with respect to the causes for the loss of
life and the melfunctioning or inadequacy of better security
of 1life at sea equipment oFf requirements are fully developed
and submitted to HQ, the evaluation of war actlion casuvalties
and the institution of necessary corrective safety measures
. is to a considerable extent seriously impeded.

Se A consolidated copy of HQ inatructions of 15 March and
2 August, 1943 is herewith forwarded for your ready reference.

CHAS. A. FARK
By direction

Incl:

ls, Consolidated Copy
of HQ instructions of
15 Mar. & 2 Aug.,1945.

Ret. to 8-2
PESsnh






