REC OMMENDATI UNS S July, 1943

WILLIAN Ko VANDERBILY Bel7=43 Wie Fo GOLDSNITH, Naster

Eeys To %g%io.- 1 believe the keys to the radio should be in the
custody © Betery, becsuse the menner in which they are now sealed
e he box in the radio shack, it might be impossible to get at these
koys in the event the bulkhead on which this sealed box is placed should

be demsped,

gxita.~ I suggest that in addition to the door on the starboard
passageway, bridge deck, lesding to the bridge, be supplemented by an
additional door opening on the port side pessageway 80 that we have
two pesgayeways 1o brldge.

1oge= When I arrived in Suva an Officer,

who I Delieve was ] o1 the ares, told me they Imew several

hours prior to the time of the attack, that I was on & collision

course with & submerine end that he had sent out three messages to me,
ins to divert the ship. However, 1 later heard that there were tiree

submsrines in the vicinity and that 1 had passed between two, and the

third one was the ome that attacked me. I haed only one operator (radlo)

who stands watches in accordance with ham schedules and also put in extre

bours on his own accorde Iowever, as he went off wateh at 9 o'cloek PN,

Moy 16, 1943, we did not receive the messages. The suto alarm did not

go off between 9 PN and the time of the attacks My radio operator informs

me that in talking with radlo operators in Suva, they were not soquainted

with tripping the alarm on ships to call attention when we have &

message to send, If this had been done in my case I could have diverted

the ship and perhaps would have avolded the submarine.

nadio Operstor and Ve

; & . ne Planes., If they had sent a plane out and that
plane orped a rflare ad of me, I should have fmmediately gotien
out of that vicinity, feeling that there was some danger shead, Howw
ever, no plane came out to warn me.

sulkheads .»This liberty ship that I was on hed a solid bulkhead
in the &lter ernd of the engine Iroom. There was & closed port bole
in this bulkhsad leading into the shaft alley., I believe this vulkhead
should be entirely solid with no port hole whatever.




