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Surmary  of  Statemerl.ts   j=:r  survivors   of   ttr)e   SS   ,'vlLLH\il.:'¥'.j'.    eriRHATtD,    L'..    S.    Ijiberty   Sh.`i_p,    71761.T.,    owned   by
i,r`/ar   Shipping  i:\.dministratiori   and   oper€i.ted  t`?,r  Amer`ican
South  Afr]i.can   Ijines .

1.                                      The    '`.i~\I'ILrjlA}'    '"'.    Ghil{HAl?.D   was    torpedoed    v7ithc>iLi`t    wariri.3.n€r`
at,   0830   C:CT,    21  September'   1`:',\43,    in   40.07l\T   -14.43:iJ,   `r_avin`€   sailed
fron  I\.I:alt,a   on  19  September   in   convo.y  bouncl   for   Salerno,   Italy,

\     :IV±:t;,eg   i:,:n:,i: ± ,%=:£`3;r6:a£`:,:a:n:::.dc;.n:e;\±¥n:;rt~:%S :i ,.rise;:^C.I,€=;..::i::8n
mechanized   equipment,   draft   161   forwar`d,   211   aft.     Sh3.p  i)r'oke   in
t,wo,   position   40.r)7IT   -14.15E,    forward   section   saril=   irmTi_ediatelv
at   0840   rT7CT   2f;   Se.ptember3   8.ft,   Section.   reITiained   afloat   art.r-1   was
sun}f  by  friens-i?j7_pS#]y::1:ir:o`:fs8935o8CE`£T]:?  I::gt:#`::r6ompleted  an
2,
emergency  45°   turT`.   to   _Tior.t,    speed   8   knc>ts,    cc>nvoy   r`osition   i,'±13,
r`.ot   zi<f``z&rrff:inrT,   radio   silent,   all   persormel   were   at   tat,t-1e   Stcations
follo``t`ri.m'y   a    rrrenerlal   alg\rng   r?i.Yen   1`):`r   r,onvo=\,7.   ;'\Jormodore    5   :rii-.r?iites    be_fTore
attack.      `,'v'eather   was   clear.1,   sea   calm,   wincl`   force   2,   cl.irectictn   un-
L'nown,   daylLpr`t,    visi.r`?ility   f:oor3,    c>ther   s}iiips    of'   convo:r   in.   si'``ht;
14  merchant   sh.lps   esp,opted  by  4   P,r'itis:n_  destrc>yeris.
5.                                At   O8fjo   `r:tar.I   a   tor}.edo   stiluck   t.Tr.e    port   bc`w   £`.oo.ii.t   t:rie
center.   of   .;:':J.   hcild   ca.i-isinc/.   8.   tr'eii'icndoiFs   exfjlasiori   i77j'`ic.:`.   i.aiser`   the
bow   oLit    of'   1,i/ater   an(at   e,cliLJse\'.I    sl.+I,3.i`   to   -r,uckle    just    for'``vard   of   tr.e
bridf,?e.      Vessel   Shook   Violentl-.\r,   eri.{T,i_nes   were   seci]re`j    irrLediatel:,I.
A    la`f{'re    cr8.clz.'   aprx8are`i   on   eacl:    sill.e    cf   sli=i_T:I   e]T_t,er,di`^-.   -relow   tile
wa.t,erli'_ne.       I:!ole     i..p.    I..1111    on    starboari    sicl_e    e=i:-Le:n`d=._r.`'   al.`io`i-t,    .21    al,love
waterli.ne   and.1011ctn.`r:.       Dec'r   overt    ,-,,`1   and    3   I.c>1ds    I"_`.=t.Lirec3   anc]`
distorted.      Srr.e`11  holes    iri.  :1_ul}   on   port   side   at   ,f3   ih.Old.      Stea}m
and   water   pipes   rii`pti`Tr`ed,   +£].   all.d   :,   hol`'.is   floc`de`i   ir:.ej.i=tel:,r.   Ship
was    t8.TrtTen    in    tor.r   'o:,-salva,?e    tug   T_TS3    -1   .`T`i::C   a,i    12CC     r'':I_  ;    at    1445
fTCT_r     I-.ir.e    'Oro}-e    c>i`i`t    ir.    ,i;i    1`_oli,     it    v/£^s     I-our:-+t    `c:,I    `  ss     :[`j-I_.F`f.I:`,:-f.is-i'iT
and   I:.3    „j=+I.Zj+-ui,1ateiT   \I.'I`_en   tot/iri       '..7   re   `L`.r?:`e    :  `:-i=\,   assisted.       .ifter
t`,,I/o    lr`c`t`t.s     _f`irle     t_-.ot    c`1lt    c>f    CcrTtr`018r.i    Sir`i`}`    `:1~:i'ri.er_:     t:ir.iT'++c)ut    the
nitrht.       =x:`,1osi?Iis    :I.es-.-1te¢    £r.f3    sT=-._=`   -'`rc`1/:e    ir.    till-c    gt    OS40    ?,CT',    22
.Cjepteriber.       I-c`ri,.7ar`d   sectii?-I-sijr.\L.    et    c`n3e,    af.t    sectiori.  was    Sunl.I   at
095,5     ``CT    bT-s-.r`ell    Ti:.re    i-r`cr'i    ti.-I.`~s.        :-?    r=.isi`-res.-.     s±.'--.Lr]`als     sent,     no
co'iir_ter    ?f±-eri.sive    offer`ec``.       :.ers=..~s,    ::Lr.'si,    jir-.si,    cc`r+fidentj.al
r'etfr"ister,    radf .    i3Ode   si~r.als    t.``r._ie::    ci.r{ir    t<?    cran_    O_f`iice    Oil   -,,I,I-ar
Shipr\iri.r-.i.cir+iri.is:r.aticr?.       ..``.11   c`t:len    C`?r`:fit jential   don,iLiri+ents    tl-Lro\`m
c)verh03rcl`     i_ri    1.7eit`i_ted    1`O_y..
4.                                         Tr.r]-i-.eri.ia`tjel`+    i.`'` lloi.HiTi.  `.    t`r`_e    exr` los ion    s:.~Lir    i¥.i.fas    eit}&rjr_i.onecl,
in   E:.    fairli/t   or.derl:7    fasiiicn   iri   -r`oats   e`ri`d   ra.f`ts,    alt+_out:.h   =\b€inc]lon-
riier`.t    \\/as   befrri3.n   -.'`:,ef?re   actLie.i   or.clef   t.   a`iie,ttdon   \,`/e.S    \',.iven,   ari.d   tliere
`,r`/as    considei'a`-[ile    l`a.rl.ie   all-ir)ri'-tie   I_rrrii,-troc.ps    on   boarcl..       (.`n   ord.eps
fropr.   a.n   escc\rt   vessel,    Captain   c.rid    par`t    of   -riis    r,I,~|e.w  reti`]pnecl
aboard   about    r,"34`=`    'JCT   to   deterriiine   i`.imetih_er.   sl -.,- ii()   a,otjld   rrc,ceed„
ii.n,frines    were    not    tqarrie`tt,er    e.ncl.    cot:`lcl`    .I?ieretJi,e,    Iiowever],    a`il    ,g'.'i:i.r

star.ted    to   se',LJi,le   rrore    c`ml.   toilk   a    1:1.st   tc>    Star`.boar.cl    _f`}.ictt:`i   1(1_1,50
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t3i].pta.in     opciereci`    ih,tis    p`!en    Jeo    St€?.:ntl     :`,..i,7-in    t:ie    1]c`i,._Tt,s     to    ``~3\,va5`i_-,    €irl.iv8`1

oi-tut{T,s.         TI`ie:\r    `.I,rerle     t;al,re~n.    £i.bc>€-i.ri,'J     tr`.e    I:i```.i::-'`r   (:,I    f.i.i     |2r,)C      '`r`rLr_I.          C;t=rit=ir

SLlirvivors    we}'e    Pic}tred    11`n   T?:;,r   escc>r.t    Vessels;    ii`1l    si`iH,rii.'`.)11.i    i,./{3-fe
1`8inded.    at    Salernc>.       TTotal   ct)-jilt)1e-r`ient,    or`    lr:oar:3    1,1,fas    2``;'7;     i_r,c|i]di:,ir`
193   tT.S.    and    .Tr3tis±]    .1'Lrri.y    ?)€r.;oriri_el,    4_{``.-r_eiic=~:i-I.r.I    cr.ew,    art.ti.    ,50
Armed    a+uar.d.       All   si:I`r`vr3_i,7ei   exc,eT:It    tw'.   rierL`oe-.r's    I?l'   tile   jir'r,n.eti.    :`:."`ard;
C)ne    1:illed     I..nste`r`_t.1-;`r    an(1.    .r,loci,y    \n/e?iJL     rJc>i`-,tin.    1...ri.  i-i\     T;i_fj     sir:'[  I,,     t|'`±e
second.     died    8..r.jofi.:r(1     I;Trie     .:I:I    i      I,-~'.j!.     cirL    f.'3    3e:i,t,e-I-`-,,e-~r     a}iLi_    T`i,Ta,S     +ii.il'iec]`

at;     sea.          ri``|i.Pee     rner.clr_8.TIT.      c|~'ei.1/     .:I-.-ir_i      €      I+i]:r''.ci;       -:T`=ir.(i      _._`.:jT:.-ic   i`     i`3.I?L]t
1::'S=':tJaL3Zed..Ti;£Lc:]uT=,r::._rr:Lr6`c;,_a:`nrf`;==_:I-_.-;_='`=:i_j=_a:``tT::`i;^e..`rjs'L:,1i-Le

iL:Tr`.8t      Ji,}?e      _t`ii.e      v`/|yjic:r_     s-ur+I.t€'.-       ;:  --.- i     :I    c`i_-.... =`.=       c.>i`   3e/--.      1'`:~-+,-I__e      f:.irje,1-f~`

f`1of.I+.s      r,I,attrliecl`     i.11.     tr`e     tc`,tT?i        '.i-'      ,-1    i_?I_ij.          =-u     ..I.'as      r'e;`er.t€`t~l,     ]i.3:.`\:.`t`L
-bile     Cf|Pte`in     crj~ylrJ`     ..\`jrlriied      '_i._`z-`=1c]      ``='_-~  :..cf~,`:~.      -I_i:=~J,      -I,I+e      sir.i-i:     1:err;i|te     i?11

Per.Sonr``el   .„F3    been    t8.I.-er.    ::-I,    `=i_'t    s-_`-r:se(i-€-r+,1:+   r`€``,c`:ircl`e(I    fit]cTi
the    Arrnecl    .'`:uard     (`j]'`i`icel-`    cliiiec-Lc'T    -_-_.-_e    rierr.c>-\7al    c>i-.   tile    woiindeii„

ca|`taiLn    stated    t±-_,9t    -.'€     ~€`i-a     ?rtjer`    tc,    E`L:|ar``.dr,"1.`3`i'`-1.z`
irmre`:i.I..i?,tel?,r   aft,erl    lilt.        Other    S.i~`J.vivcrs   `='e:,'jorte:-I_    +i-,:r,i-it     :.1ie    j'LI'?.r+i,r
tr'oc)Its    on   boarcl    rti`Shecl    Ji-o   .pcats    `:-,€;=r}i^e    =`:'.e     act-`,.EJil    oI'rJei:    tr.`
al`~..!aridori.    i\.,fas     r`iver]     8.nil     c€iiirse/i-`    -+'ui`-5     cL3r_±`i.`s  i?:n`    JL,``_ail_    ct,iieri,,'t/i.s.e

rtiir.ht   ]'.\e.ve   r;stilt,ed.
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